
































The Cultural Essentialism Controversy Reconsidered：
From the Perspective of Intercultural Communication Studies
　　This article is a critical analysis of “cultural essentialism” from 
a dialectic approach and tries to clarify how the concept should 
be dealt with by students of intercultural communication. Here 
the author challenges claims that the “classic studies” such as 
the ones by E. T. Hall and G. Hofstede are essentialistic. Rather, 
their approaches are more accurately based on constructionist 
assumptions.  A close analysis reveals that the above problem is a 
result of the concept of cultural essentialism itself being a “ﬁ ction” 
produced by constructionists（Oda, 1999），and furthermore being 
mislabeled as the source of prejudice. This article advises that 
studies focusing on culture and communication be given their due 
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